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Notice to Commercial Applicators and Commercial Operators 

In preparing for the fall soil fumigation season, 
amongst all the other details, commercial 
applicators need to check on the license status 
of their commercial operators, including their 
registration with the Department of Agriculture 
under the commercial applicators license. 
 
RCW 17.21.091(1) reads, “No commercial 
pesticide applicator shall allow a person to apply 
pesticides under the authority of the commercial 
pesticide applicator’s license [that is, the 
commercial operator] unless the commercial 
pesticide applicator has . . . submitted the name 
to the department.” In other words, a commercial 
operator’s license is not valid unless that 
person’s name is registered with the department 
under the commercial applicator’s license. 
 
If an employee is acting in the capacity of a 
commercial operator or under the licensed 
authority of a commercial applicator but has not 
been registered as such, the commercial 
applicator is in violation of RCW 17.21.091(2). 
 
Registration is accomplished by mailing or faxing WSDA Form (AGR 640-4242), Supplemental 
Commercial Applicator Pesticide License Application, to the Licensing and Recertification 
Branch.  The fax number and mailing address appear below.  The form may be obtained by 
calling a WSDA office or by either clicking on or navigating to the following Internet address: 
<http://agr.wa.gov/PestFert/docs/Form4242.pdf>. 
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Finally, the commercial operator’s license should contain the soil fumigation endorsement (“O” 
category). 
 

Mailing Address: 
Pesticide Licensing & Recertification 
WA State Department of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 42589 
Olympia, WA  98504-2589 

Fax Number: 360-902-2093 
Please direct the fax to the attention of: 
Pesticide Licensing and Recertification 
 
If a problem is encountered, please contact the 
Licensing and Recertification Branch by calling the 
WSDA toll free phone number: 1-877-301-4555. 

 
 

Intermittent Chemigation Assistance by Private and Commercial Applicators 

An article that appeared in the first issue of AG-ASSIST summarized a proposal set forth by 
the Chemigation Advisory Committee.  The committee requested an interpretation by the 
Department as to the legitimacy under current rule of allowing intermittent support activities by 
commercial and private personnel during a chemigation application. 
 
Under current laws and rules, each involved party is required to keep a pesticide application 
record of their own activities, whether the duration of that activity is for a couple of minutes or 
for several hours.  Each record must contain all of the information required in RCW 
17.21.100(1) and WAC 16-228-1320(1).  Additionally, a separate application record must be 
filled out each time an application switches from commercial to private, or vice versa.  This 
means each party – the primary applicator and anyone who assists with the application – may 
have multiple pesticide application records for the same chemigation application. 
 
WSDA is considering an enforcement policy that would allow one of the participating parties to 
maintain a single pesticide application record throughout the application.  However, WSDA 
would only allow this when the following conditions are met: 
 

 Before the application starts (or, at a minimum, before a second party becomes involved 
in an application), both parties must sign a WSDA Chemigation Assistance Agreement 
form that identifies who will maintain the pesticide application record throughout the 
application, thereby obligating the other party to maintain an activity log of support 
activities undertaken during the chemigation application. 

 The activity log must include the reporting criteria as outlined in the Activity Log Criteria. 
 At the completion of the application, the activity log must be maintained with and 
attached to the pesticide application record, and both documents must be made 
available to WSDA upon request. 

 
A draft WSDA Chemigation Assistance Agreement and Activity Log Criteria can be viewed at 
http://agrapolydev01/agrwebdev/PestFert/ChemFert/agassistwsda/default.htm.  WSDA is 
seeking comments on this enforcement policy prior to its possible adoption.  Please send 
your comments before the end of September to Tom Hoffmann at thoffmann@agr.wa.gov. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=16-228&full=true


 

Prop Rocks and Dead-Man Valves 

No . . . it has nothing to do with punk rock or hip hop music; but, yes, it does have something to 
do with agriculture. 
 
When filling a cargo, portable, or permanent tank used for transporting, storing, or applying 
pesticides, the practice of propping open the automatic shut-off valve (dead-man valve) may 
seem a convenient means of checking on the fluid level during the loading progress, but the 
aftermath of forgetting to remove the propping object can be devastating should the liquid level 
gauging tube either break or work loose from its fittings, particularly when the tank is in transit. 

Whether in transit or stationary, 
the disabling of a valve renders 
the load “unsecured,” a 
violation of FIFRA and state 
rule.  The person who disabled 
the shut-off valve or anyone 
subsequently transporting a 
tank containing product could 
be deemed acting in a careless 
or negligent manner (RCW 
17.21.150[4]) and potentially  
endangering humans and their 
environment (WAC 16-228-
1200[1]).  Whether the tanks 
are full or empty, “valves shall 
be tightly closed and manhole 
covers shall be secured” 
(WAC 16-228-1200[4]). 

 
The practice, as depicted in the above photograph, is also in violation of Sections 170 
(Security) and 200 (Temporary Field Storage) of the rules for Secondary and Operational 
Containment for Bulk Pesticides (Chapter 16-229 WAC). 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=16-229&full=true


 

Checklist Available: Equipment Placement for Chemigation and Fertigation Applications

Building on a concept originated by CHS, 
Incorporated-Bruce Branch, and incorporating 
constructive suggestions provided by many 
agrichemical industry reviewers over the past two 
seasons, an equipment placement checklist has 
become a reality. 
 
The Checklist for Tank Placement: Chemigation 
and Fertigation Application Pressurized Irrigation 
System is intended as a guide and as an advisory 
for field staff when sighting, placing, and setting 
up equipment that will be used in a chemigation or 
fertigation application.  Using a checkbox format, 
line items assist field staff in assessing the 
suitability of an intended site for potential safety 
concerns, human or environmental hazards, and 
physical limitations.  Several items also alert the 
user concerning common violations of state rule. 
 
WSDA staff express their gratitude to Lori 
Anderson and the field staff with CHS, 
Incorporated-Bruce Unit for sharing this 
instrument, thereby facilitating the distribution of 
the checklist upon which it is based. 
 
The checklist can be viewed and downloaded from 
http://agrapolydev01/agrwebdev/PestFert/ChemFert/agassistwsda/default.htm. 
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